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Challenges of internationalisation in Debian

No world domination for English

A universal OS should speak 6912 languages

Translate Debian == Translate many distributions
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Challenges of internationalisation in Debian

The Debian Installer towards world domination

Debian 2.2 potato (2000): 1 language
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The Debian Installer towards world domination

Debian 3.0 woody (2002): 16 languages
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The Debian Installer towards world domination

Debian 3.1 sarge (2005): 42 languages
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The Debian Installer towards world domination

Debian 4.0 etch (2007): 58 languages
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Challenges of internationalisation in Debian

Characteristics of Debian localisation

Domains

Debian specific software

Debian packaging

Documentation

Characteristics

Distributed development

Upstream vs. maintainer

Bazaar-style organisation
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Challenges of internationalisation in Debian

Before the Extremadura i18n session

Translators needs roughly known

Access to material
Workflow tracking
Reporting

General work directions decided

Setup a centralized server interacting with distributed
development
Do not jump on upstream developers toes
Use Pootle
Enhance Pootle

Google Summer of Code project to enhance Pootle
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Challenges of internationalisation in Debian

The Extremadura Debian i18n session

Recipe to build an internationalisation infrastructure

Bring people together

General brainstorming to refine the needs

23 people/18 countries/14 languages

Bring a server

http://i18n.debian.net:8080/ in Badajoz

Exchange ideas
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Result of the Extremadura i18n session 1/2
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Challenges of internationalisation in Debian

Result of the Extremadura i18n session 2/2

Before the meeting: typically Debian

Uncoordinated / Messy / Good results

During the meeting: typically Debian

Noisy / Motivating / Good results (and good cheese)

After the meeting: typically Debian

Unexpected achievements

Good work quality

We have a team
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Challenges of internationalisation in Debian

Another internationalisation session?

Enhance collaboration with WordForge (Pootle)

First (Debian) internationalisation conference

Turn experimental i18n.debian.net into a production
i18n.debian.org
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